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EXTRAITS

« Nuits sonores Tanger 2015 : le pari réussi de la mixité. (...) Un véritable laboratoire d’idées et de 
création, de dialogue entre les cultures, et de réconciliation» - Lioumness

« Le modèle entièrement gratuit du festival annonce son ambition démocratique, celle d’ouvrir la 
culture au plus grand nombre, loin des représentations élitistes qu’on s’en fait au Maroc.»

« Musiques et débats d’idées ont su capter l’attention d’un large public. » - Medias24

« Ambiance électrisante, dans un décor grandiose. » - Huffington Post Maghreb

« Un carrefour culturel puisant son authenticité dans sa diversité. » - Artisthick

« Les scènes maghrébine et européenne fusionnent à Tanger. » 
« Dans le contexte économique et social de la mégalopole nord-marocaine, les initiatives culturelles 
en faveur de la jeunesse apparaissent parfois comme des solutions pour maintenir le lien. Le 
festival Nuits sonores Tanger, qui espère créer un appel d’air dans la ville, en est un exemple. » - 
Jeune Afrique

« Une programmation aux horizons et origines multiples. » - Les Inrockuptibles

« Une très belle manière de rapprocher les cultures. » - Trax

« European Lab Tanger : l’avenir du secteur culturel au centre des débats. » - Aujourd’hui le Maroc

« Voir le travail que j’ai mené depuis un certain nombre d’années sur le Maroc et son patrimoine 
musical mis à l’honneur à Tanger, lors d’un événement spécifiquement orienté vers la jeunesse, ça 
lui donne vraiment du sens. » - Izza Genini dans le Courrier de l’Atlas

« I stumbled upon Nuits Sonores. The main event would be held across town that night in a grand 
old palace surrounding a palm-treed courtyard. Bands and DJs would play till 4 a.m. in an ornate 
sultan’s lair dolled up in tiles and chandeliers. Amazingly, the whole thing was free. » - GQ
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GQ
DÉCEMBRE 2015

couldn’t possibly know 
which of the countless 
carpet dealers to haggle 
with unless someone  
tips you off to Bleu de Fès, 
a tri-level showroom  
for the really good shit.

Wanna cheat? Book  
an upscale hotel where 
the staff understands  
all four locally spoken 
languages and knows the 
city’s secrets. The best  
is Hôtel Nord-Pinus, a 
seven-room jewel of  
a guesthouse near Yves 
Saint Laurent’s former 
villa. From there you’re 
walking distance to  
the main town square, 
which is home to Cinéma 
Rif, the refurbished art 
house that looms literally 
and figuratively over the 
culture scene. You’re also 
right around the corner 
from Les Fils du Détroit, 
where local codgers play 
traditional Andalusian 
songs every evening in a 
room the size of a boxcar, 
its windows flung open 
 to let in the breeze.

Right about now you’ll 
be longing for a cold  
beer, but remember that 
Morocco is a Muslim 
country, which means 
many Tangerines don’t 
drink. What they do is 
smoke. All of Tangier  
is perfumed with both 

cigarettes and kif, the 
indigenous reefer. Over 
at Café Hafa, a landmark 
perched vertiginously 
cliffside above the Strait 
of Gibraltar, young 
smokers while away 
hours with strong mint 
tea and epic games of 
Parcheesi. And though 
you can enjoy Havana 
Club rum under a portrait 
of expat bard Paul 
Bowles at The Tangerinn,  
a world-class dive bar 
squatting low on a dark 
backstreet, you’ll notice 
the other barflies are 
mostly there to huddle 
over glass ashtrays. 

Booze or no booze, 
this city has always 
known how to party.  
On my last night in 
Tangier, spying someone 
setting up a projector  
in an empty dirt lot 
beneath the Kasbah,  
I stumbled upon Nuits 
Sonores, an annual 
festival of film, fashion, 
and sound—Tangier’s 
version of SXSW. The 
main event would  
be held across town 
that night in a grand old 
palace surrounding a 

1

1
Yep, Moroccan rooms 
really do look like this.
2
The skyline is a jumble of 
modern and medieval.
3
Before you go, read Paul 
Bowles’s Tangier-inspired 
novel The Sheltering Sky.
4
A nosh at Le Salon Bleu, 
one of the city’s many 
hidden roof decks.
5
The upstairs lounge is 
just one reason to stay at 
Hôtel Nord-Pinus.
6
At Instagrammable Café 
Hafa, the tea is cheap  
and the view is free. 
7
The Nuits Sonores fest 
takes over the city.

Rock the Kasbah, 
Remixed for 2015
Back when Keith Richards and William Burroughs prowled the 
alleyways with lungs full of hash, Tangier was the most decadent 
city on earth. Today the gateway to Africa remains a seductive 
bohemia with enough myth and mystery to feel otherworldly

 At a certain point 
in a traveler’s life, 
destinations like Paris 
and New York—while 
eternally lovely—start to 
feel like Earth’s Greatest 
Hits. Eventually you 
want to explore edgier 
(and cheaper) precincts 
that aren’t overrun by 
selfie-sticking tourists. 
Which is how I wound 
up in gritty Tangier, a 
legendary waterfront 
hideaway for artists  
and libertines. Think of  

it as North Africa’s 
version of New Orleans: 
music everywhere, 
always, with the city 
somehow more beautiful 
for the peeling paint  
on its crumbling walls. 

Tangier makes you 
work for its pleasures. 
You could spend days 
wandering the medina, 
the ancient maze of 
corridors so narrow you 
can touch both walls  
as you walk, in search of  
Le Nabab, a minimalist 
restaurant hidden behind  
a lacquered black door—
but once you arrive, you’ll 
appreciate the lamb 
tagine all the more. You 
might covet some printed 
slippers or pinstriped 
pants from the hip label 
Topolina, but the brand’s 
20-year-old menswear 
designer sells here only 
by appointment. And you 

palm-treed courtyard. 
Bands and DJs would 
play till 4 a.m. in an ornate 
sultan’s lair dolled up  
in tiles and chandeliers. 
Amazingly, the whole 
thing was free. I took a 
taxi. It cost a dollar. 
— N I C K  M A R I N O
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